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READINGS
In today’s gospel passage, we
have this man who was both
deaf and had a speech impediment. He was not just cut off
from the rest of society by his
inability to communicate, but
would have also been considered an outcast in the highly
ritualistic and auditory Jewish
community. After taking him
aside, our Lord puts His fingers into the man’s ears, spits, touch his tongue,
gaze up to heaven, groans and says to him, “Ephphatha!” A signature feature of
St Mark’s gospel is the retention of certain Aramaic words. This healing illustrates once again, the sacramental quality of the body - its ability to be a visible
sign and instrument of divine grace - and the fact that our Lord’s work of salvation involves the whole human being, soul and body. The strange foreign
sounding word, “Ephphatha”, that came from the lips of Jesus in His very own
language, can still be heard and pronounced in churches today every time we
pray that a person be enlightened with the gift of faith, and emboldened to proclaim it. As Christ removed the impediments that would have prevented this
man from becoming a Son of the Law, through baptism, He removes the obstacles that would keep us from becoming sons and daughters of God.

It is not surprising to see how the Ephphatha rite has been incorporated into
the catechumenal ministry or Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) because there are so many parallels between the story of the healing of the deafmute and the coming into the faith of a person seeking baptism.
The deaf-mute man who needs healing is an unbeliever just as the enquirer.
He is brought by others - much as a catechumen is accompanied by sponsors.
They ask for hand-laying, just as is practiced in the exorcisms of the scrutinies.
Our Lord takes the man apart from the crowd, just as catechumenal formation
takes place apart from the community. Our Lord works the miracle through
actions and words, just as how we celebrate sacraments. And the man who
was once deemed disqualified from rendering worship to God because of his
impediments, was restored to a condition where he can now participate fully
in the sacred assembly.
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REFLECTION
“At our Baptism, we

all once received the
Ephphatha when
the Priest touched
our ears and mouth
saying; “ The Lord
Jesus made the deaf
hear and dumb
speak. May he soon
touch your ears to
receive his word,
and your mouth to
proclaim his faith to
the praise and glory
of God the Father”.
How well have you
done this since your
baptism?"
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UCM Meeting
All UCM members are reminded that their
meeting will begin today after the 12 noon mass at
the parish hall

Please endeavour to attend
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